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the Tsarist days and in consequence suffered persecution were
granted exemption. In the course of time these cases became less
and less frequent, and by the end of the nineteen-twenties religious
persecutions extended even to the Sectarians.
While it still was in force, the Baptists in particular benefited
from the privileged status granted the Sectarians. The Molokans,
the Stundists, and the Pashkovists, all closely related to Evangelism,
had succeeded in forming a union, which they had previously at-
tempted. The Baptist church in Soviet Russia is officially separated
from the Union of Evangelical Christians, which is guided by
Prokhanov, but the doctrines of the two bodies are very similar.
Some members of the Molokans have joined the Methodists.
As to the numerical growth of Sectarians under the Soviet
regime, that question remains unanswered. Hypothetically, at the
time of the revolution the total numer of Schismatics and Sectarians
was assumed to be 25,000,000, whereas actually the Sectarians alone,
according to their own reckoning, numbered 6,000,000.
In summing up, we must emphasize respectively the funda-
mental differences in the character of the Schism and of Sectarian-
ism. Being the guardian of tradition, the Russian Schism appealed
exclusively to such social groups as the peasantry and the merchants,
while Sectarianism, as an expression of unsatisfied religious needs,.
was common to the intellectuals and the masses. From beginning
to end of sectarian history there has been a constant exchange of
ideas between the upper and lower strata of society. Contrary to a
widely accepted theory, the chief source of this mutual intercourse
lay not in the similarity of social conceptions, but in the identity of
religious and philosophical ideas and in the common sentiments
and views concerning the nature of faith. The similarity of social
ideas was rather the result of this identity of religious psychology.
An equally significant difference can be observed in the historical
development of both the Schism and Sectarianism, Upon the sub-
ject of "hierarchy established by God" the Russian Priestists
throughout all their history have moved in a vicious circle. Having
reestablished such a hierarchy ia accordance with their beliefs, they
returned to the initial point, i. e^ the immobility in which the offi-
cial church was entrenched. The Priestless, on the contrary, had
once and for all broken with the church hierarchy and the sacra-